Rice fields are man-made semi-aquatic ecosystems maintained for the purpose of paddy cultivation. Five contrastingly different successive culture stages viz, preparatory stage, vegetative stage, ripening stage, harvesting stage and post-harvest stage occur along a single paddy culture cycle. Although it has been recorded that a wide variety of fauna are associated with these culture stages, there is a dearth of information on the temporal variation of avian fauna along these culture stages. Therefore, a study was carried out in a rice growing landscape at Katugampola, a rural village in Kurunegala District, to investigate if there is any temporal variation of avian diversity along the culture stages of a paddy culture cycle there. It was hypothesized that the physical and biological characteristics vary along the successive culture stages, and that each culture stage offers a predictable habitat for a distinct assemblage of birds.
